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minting of a commemorative coin and 
the awarding of the Congressional Gold 
Medal would be fitting tributes to the 
memory of Robert M. La Follette, Sr., 
and to his deeply held beliefs and long 
record of service to his State and to his 
country. I hope that my colleagues will 
support these proposals. 

Let us never forget Robert M. La 
Follette, Sr.’s character, his integrity, 
his deep commitment to progressive 
causes, and his unwillingness to waver 
from doing what he thought was right. 
The Senate has known no greater 
champion of the common man and 
woman, no greater enemy of corruption 
and cronyism, than ‘‘Fighting Bob’’ La 
Follette, and it is an honor to speak in 
the same Chamber and serve the same 
great State as he did.∑ 

f 

HONORING PHILIP M. KAISER 

∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I 
would like to take a moment to honor 
the memory of Philip Kaiser, a dear 
family friend who was also an out-
standing public servant. In a career 
that spanned four decades, he served as 
an ambassador to four countries and as 
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Inter-
national Affairs. He was a man of tre-
mendous accomplishment who was 
sought out by U.S. Presidents, from 
Truman to Carter, for his unparalleled 
diplomatic skills. 

While he served as Ambassador to 
Senegal in the early 1960s, he brokered 
a critical agreement with the Sen-
egalese President that prevented So-
viet aircraft from refueling there dur-
ing the Cuban Missile Crisis, in case 
the Soviets tried to use aircraft to 
break the blockade. Later, when he 
served as Ambassador to Hungary dur-
ing the Carter Administration, he ne-
gotiated the return of a powerful na-
tional symbol in Hungary, the Crown 
of St. Stephen, to the Hungarians after 
it had been held for safekeeping in the 
United States after World War II. 

Ambassador Kaiser received his un-
dergraduate degree at the University of 
Wisconsin and then studied at Oxford 
as a Rhodes Scholar. Those experiences 
undoubtedly influenced his career, and, 
as it turns out, they influenced my ca-
reer as well. It was because Philip Kai-
ser went to the University of Wisconsin 
that he met my father, Leon Feingold. 
They became, and always remained, 
good friends. As I grew up, I got to 
know Ambassador Kaiser, and heard so 
much about him from my father. As a 
young man with an interest in public 
service and foreign affairs, I looked up 
to Ambassador Kaiser. In fact, one of 
the reasons I applied for a Rhodes 
Scholarship was because Ambassador 
Kaiser had been a Rhodes Scholar him-
self. 

I am proud to have known Ambas-
sador Kaiser and proud of his connec-
tion to my family. I am deeply sad-
dened by his passing, and my thoughts 
are with his wife, his children and 
grandchildren, and his many friends 
during this difficult time. He left a 

lasting mark on this country and the 
world, and it is an honor to pay tribute 
to his memory today.∑ 

f 

HONORING KAY AND MARY 
KRAMER 

∑ Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
wish to honor two remarkable Iowans. 
Kay and Mary Kramer of Clive, IA have 
served their local community, our 
great State of Iowa, and America well. 
They have set an example of civic serv-
ice that all people should be proud to 
follow. 

Mary has a distinguished record of 
service to our country. She was the 
U.S. Ambassador to Barbados and the 
Eastern Caribbean. Additionally, she 
served on the White House Commission 
on Presidential Scholars, honoring out-
standing high school seniors each year 
for both their academic and artistic 
achievements. 

Mary has also served her home State 
of Iowa well. She has done this through 
her work in the Iowa Senate where she 
was elected and reelected for more 
than a decade. While serving in the 
senate, Mary was chosen by her fellow 
senators to be President of the senate. 
Her election to this position of leader-
ship is a testament to the respect Mary 
has earned from those who know her 
best. 

Mary and her husband Kay make a 
great, civically-minded team. Kay was 
named as a West Des Moines Citizen of 
the Year and is an active volunteer in 
his community. He served on the West 
Des Moines Board of Human Services 
and is still active as an officer with the 
West Des Moines Rotary Club. 

I am proud to call Kay and Mary Kra-
mer friends, and I am happy to honor 
both of them here today. I appreciate 
their tireless efforts to serve Iowa and 
America. I hope that their good work, 
and lifetime of service, does not stop 
any time soon.∑ 

f 

HONORING CLAIRA MONIER 

∑ Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, the sen-
ior Senator from New Hampshire, JUDD 
GREGG, and I wish to recognize the con-
siderable achievements of Claira 
Monier, a Goffstown resident who re-
cently announced her retirement after 
leading the New Hampshire Housing 
Finance Authority for nearly two dec-
ades. 

Claira is a gold standard public serv-
ant. A New Hampshire native, she has 
devoted her life to improving her com-
munity, State and Nation. Moreover, 
in what limited spare time she has, 
Claira is someone to whom Senator 
GREGG and I can turn for steady coun-
sel on policy—housing tax credits, bond 
caps, affordable housing—and politics. 
She is a rare and irreplaceable friend. 

Whether in the classroom or leading 
efforts to expand access to housing or 
health care, Claira has demonstrated 
the highest commitment to service 
over a 40-year period. Although her 
record of achievement is well-known in 

New Hampshire, it is worth repeating 
here on the floor of the Senate. 

From 1967 to 1974, she held teaching 
and administrative positions at New 
Hampshire College and St. Anselm Col-
lege. Claira subsequently served for 5 
years as the director of the New Hamp-
shire State Council on Aging, com-
pleting her tenure in 1981. 

Having demonstrated uncommon 
competence and creativity in these 
roles, Claira was selected as Region I 
Director of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. In 1988, 
she began her legendary career as exec-
utive director of the New Hampshire 
Housing Finance Authority—an organi-
zation on which she has left an indel-
ible mark. 

While working by day to support af-
fordable housing and home ownership 
initiatives in New Hampshire, Claira 
managed to simultaneously bring her 
leadership skills to a number of non-
profit boards. 

She served as a Director of the Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank of Boston from 
1990 to 1992 and was a member of its Af-
fordable Housing Advisory Council. She 
also found time to serve for 2 years as 
chairman of then-Governor Gregg’s 
Commission on Health Care Costs and 
Availability, leaving the panel in 1991. 
Claira was board president of the Na-
tional Council of State Housing Agen-
cies and served as cochair of the 
Fannie Mae Housing Impact Advisory 
Council. 

The list goes on: past chair of the 
Manchester Red Cross; former South-
ern New Hampshire University trustee; 
2003 chair of the Heritage United Way 
Campaign; former chair of the New 
Hampshire Main Street Center; chair of 
New Hampshire’s chapter of the Amer-
ican Lung Association; chair of the 
West High School endowment fund; 
member of the Dartmouth Hitchcock 
Healthcare System’s assembly of over-
seers; and so on. 

It is not exactly clear when, or if, 
Claira had time to sleep. 

But this much is known: Claira is one 
of those special people who looks at her 
community and is able to see how she 
can make it better. She is not prone to 
idle thoughts. Rather than stand on 
the sidelines saying how the order of 
the world should be, Claira enters the 
arena with vigor and inspires people to 
achieve difficult objectives. 

The results of her work can be seen 
across New Hampshire. For first-time 
homeowners in our State—or those 
who thought they might never be able 
to own a place of their own—it is likely 
that Claira’s leadership at New Hamp-
shire Housing had something to do 
with their securing a piece of the 
American dream. It is difficult to 
imagine work that is more hopeful. 

There is no question that Claira 
leaves behind a rich legacy at New 
Hampshire Housing. Her successors, no 
doubt, share her commitment to that 
organization’s mission and will con-
tinue the important work she has 
started. It should be noted, though, 
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that Senator GREGG and I will cer-
tainly miss working with her on crit-
ical issues that impact so many New 
Hampshire residents. 

Claira may be retiring from her day 
job but in no way is she retiring from 
her community. Her knowledge of New 
Hampshire, her warm demeanor, and 
her strong leadership will continue to 
benefit the organizations she supports. 
Additionally, candidates—notably 
those seeking the highest office in the 
land—will turn to Claira for advice and 
counsel that only she can provide. 

Claira is a good, true and loyal 
friend. A great citizen of New Hamp-
shire, Senator GREGG and I extend our 
warm regards to Claira on the occasion 
of her retirement. We look forward to 
seeing her in the communities she has 
served and will serve.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PEARL D. WILLIAMS 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to 
acknowledge Councilwoman-at-large 
Pearl D. Williams of Slidell for being 
named volunteer of the year by the 
United Way of St. Tammany Parish. I 
would like to take some time to make 
a few remarks on her success and her 
contributions to Louisiana. 

Councilwoman Williams has long en-
joyed volunteering with various orga-
nizations in order to assist the commu-
nity, especially needy children, and 
this award recognizes the hard work 
and success she has constantly ren-
dered. 

Councilwoman Williams has shown 
tireless dedication to the United Way. 
Williams has served on the St. Tam-
many United Way Leadership Council 
as a progressive, active fundraiser who 
helped establish various committees 
and celebrations in order to benefit dif-
ferent charities. She also served on the 
board of directors for the Children’s 
Wish Endowment and as past president 
of the Slidell Memorial Hospital Wom-
en’s Health Alliance, among many 
other great accolades. 

Councilwoman Pearl D. Williams 
passed away of heart failure at the age 
of 64 on Thursday, May 17, 2007, at her 
residence. She is survived by not only 
proud family members but also the 
grateful city of Slidell who will never 
forget Councilwoman Williams’ selfless 
acts of generosity and charity. 

Thus, today, I rise to honor Council-
woman Pearl D. Williams so that more 
people can understand the kind of sac-
rifices she gave for others.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING LAITRAM, LLC 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to 
acknowledge Jay Lapeyre and Laitram, 
LLC, of New Orleans for receiving the 
Recognition of Excellence in Innova-
tion certificate from the Louisiana 
Technology Council. I would also like 
to take a few moments to expand on 
Laitram, LLC, and their continued suc-
cess. 

The Louisiana Technology Council 
recently hosted their third annual 

awards council and the first since Hur-
ricane Katrina. This certificate awards 
local and regional leaders in new tech-
nology throughout the United States 
who have created a new industrial ad-
vance or service in the last 12 months, 
operated a new, original manufacturing 
process, or have received a patent from 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark office 
for a recent technological discovery. 
More than 60 nominations were sub-
mitted from public and private sectors, 
institutions, and individuals. 

J. M. Lapeyre, the designer of the 
original shrimp-peeling machine in 
1946, founded Laitram, LLC, and com-
pletely transformed the shrimping in-
dustry. Since its inception, his de-
scendants have continued to carry on 
this tradition of improvement and 
modernization. Over the past 5 years, 
Laitram has patented more than 60 
new inventions, including 16 in 2006, il-
lustrating Laitram’s commitment to 
innovation and the best quality for its 
customers and the State of Louisiana. 
Specifically, the Intralox Series 400 
Angled Roller conveyor belt has revo-
lutionized the industry, allowing the 
replacement of older technology and 
maintaining Louisiana’s package han-
dling applications not only in food but 
in other industries as well. Therefore, I 
congratulate Jay Lapeyre and Laitram 
LLC on being an inspiration to busi-
ness owners everywhere, and I wish 
them success.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF BOSSIER 
CITY, LOUISIANA 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor Bossier City, LA, which is cele-
brating its centennial anniversary, and 
I would like to take a few moments to 
publicly recognize their great history. 

In the 1830s, the area of Bossier City 
originally encompassed the Elysian 
Groves Plantation of James Crane. Due 
to its proximity to the river, it quickly 
became a hotbed for trade and activity. 
By 1850, hundreds of wagons crossed 
through the vicinity on their way to 
the West; many settlers also stayed, re-
alizing the land’s fertile river valley 
and abundant farmland. Soon, inter-
state railway systems boomed, and 
Bossier became a growing metropolis. 
The farmers, realizing the area’s poten-
tial, quickly began to sell plots of land 
as transportation flourished. Finally, 
in 1907, with its growing textile indus-
try and expansive transportation sys-
tem, Bossier City received official sta-
tus as a city in Louisiana. Throughout 
its history, Bossier City has endured 
and survived many impediments, such 
as the great fire which consumed over 
half of the downtown area. In the late 
1950s, Bossier was named the fastest 
growing city in Louisiana. 

Bossier City began its centennial 
celebration on April 7 with the biggest 
birthday party that the city has ever 
witnessed on the banks of the city’s 
foundation on the Red River. The ini-
tial festivities ranged from the oppor-
tunity to meet the city’s oldest resi-

dent to a reception, with a 100-square- 
foot birthday cake. Throughout the 
year, the commemoration will con-
tinue with events from the American 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life to 
Barksdale Air Force Base. Over the 
year, residents and business owners in 
the city will be able to attend and plan 
activities that aid in representing the 
city’s deep southern history and cul-
ture. 

The centennial memorializes Bossier 
City’s rise to one of the great cities of 
the State of Louisiana. Today, I want 
to congratulate Bossier City on the 
last 100 years, and I wish the residents 
luck and continued success and 
progress.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:46 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that it has passed the act 
(S. 676) to provide that the Executive 
Director of the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank or the Alternative Execu-
tive Director of the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank may serve on the 
Board of Directors of the Inter-Amer-
ican Foundation, without amendment. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 65. An act to provide for the recogni-
tion of the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1441. An act to strengthen controls on 
the export of surplus parts for F–14 fighter 
aircraft. 

H.R. 2356. An act to amend title 4, United 
States Code, to encourage the display of the 
flag of the United States on Father’s Day. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, June 12, 2007, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 5. An act to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide for human embryonic 
stem cell research. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 65. An act to provide for the recogni-
tion of the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

H.R. 1441. An act to strengthen controls on 
the export of surplus parts for F–14 fighter 
aircraft; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

H.R. 2356. An act to amend title 4, United 
States Code, to encourage the display of the 
flag of the United States on Father’s Day; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
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